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Understanding the World


People and communities


Festivals


What food is grown and eaten in different communities


Favourite fruit and vegetables – ask parents / carers


Visit community allotments and gardens





The world


Finding out which fruit/veg sinks


Do seeds float? Do vegetable tops grow?


What seeds and plants need to grow 


What happens when soil dries out or is too wet


Why do bees like flowers


What lives in compost?





Technology


What can they use to record what they are doing (camera)


Use a USB microscope to look at compost minibeasts











Literacy


Reading


Rhyming words


Read plant names


Read words on seed packets





Writing


Plant labels


Write words that describe plants and minibeasts


Write garden diary with descriptive words


Describing shapes of fruit and vegetables








Personal, social and emotional development


Self-confidence and self awareness


Seeing the results of their growing activities develops their self esteem





Managing feelings and behaviour


Working with all the different tools


Taking it in turns to dig, weed and water, harvest


Helping each other with practical tasks


Working in different groups





Making relationships


Working as part of a group – watering, weeding, digging





Communication and Language


Listening and attention


Listening to planting instructions outdoors


Listening to other childrens experiences





Understanding


Respond to growing related stories


Understanding instructions on growing activities


Relating actions in stories to activities in the garden


Role play acting out the stories


What parts of plants do we eat?





Speaking


New plant names


Tools


Plant parts


Conversations about growing activities


Discuss Texture and feel of soil, worms, vegetables, fruit


Sharing experiences of festivals














Mathematics


Numbers


Counting seeds, germinated plants


Estimate number of pots needed 


Count tools at beginning and end of activity


Shape, space and measures


Measure planting distances, plant growth, bed dimensions


Weigh and count harvests


Compare vegetable sizes and shapes


Time how long it takes from sowing to harvest











Expressive arts and design


Exploring and using media and materials


Explore garden colours (artists palette, rainbow chips)


Draw and paint  leaves and plants from the garden


Draw and paint vegetables and fruit


Fruit and veg printing


Use parts of plants for creative projects e.g. collages and displays, land art 


Explore taste, smell, textures of different fruit and veg (feely bags, scavenger hunts)


Explore smell, textures of compost, sand, soil etc.


Design and make a scarecrow


Make an insect hotel


Make a musical washing line to deter pests





Being imaginative


Garden centre role play


Tree dressing


What sounds do they hear outside


Make music from vegetables and recycled materials


Songs and poems about plants and minibeasts








Physical Development


Moving and Handling


Using garden tools e.g. digging, raking, planting, weeding


Handling and planting seeds, harvesting, apple games


Writing plant labels





Health and self-care


What is safe to eat and Taste tests of fresh produce





EYFS Ideas for Curriculum Links
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